
EXISTENTIAL RISK
“please, I’ve been cooking that all day,
can you not wait until we are all here”
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 This document contains items associated with the exhibition of 
one work by Ed Fornieles at Alyssa Davis Gallery in the time 
period between May 18th, 2017 and ? 
 Included are the notes regarding curatorial and production 
processes, selected installation photography and documentation 
of the initial public response.

“Ce livre n’est pas un livre, mais il contient de quoi en faire.”



INTRODUCTORY NOTE



On the 18th of 
May, 2017 1600 (one thousand 
six hundred) Argentinian wood 
cockroaches (Blaptica dubia) 
were placed inside a labyrinth 
that was previously shipped to 
New York from Montreal.
 The labyrinth itself was designed to mirror the layout of the West 
Village of Manhattan city block where it would be positioned.
 Within the hypothetical context of a widespread catastrophe, a 
Project Director leads conversations with participants that may 
shatter their moral codes as they are obliged to make decisions un-
der unfamiliar and chaotic conditions. 
 Cockroaches are nocturnal creatures, thus the labyrinth must be 
covered with black cloth during the day, while a low wattage lamp 
from a theatrical ellipsoidal spotlight provides illumination at night. 
 There are two cameras filming the inside of the structure. During 
the night, a generic 2.4 GHz analog wireless camera streams video 
to a receiver that is connected to a monitor inside the gallery. When 
the sun is up, an infrared digital camera streams video directly to 
YouTube. Both cameras cannot function simultaneously as they are 
both competing for one frequency of transmission.  
 The cockroaches receive a diet of fruits, vegetables, plant protein 
and water-retaining polymer crystals. However, a certain percent 
of the population have died out due to the stress of transportation, 
dehydration, lack of oxygen and other factors connected to the na-
ture of the current environment they must inhabit. Eventually all of 
them will have to die.



IMAGES











































ALL HAIL DANNY!



On the 29th of May around 06:00:17 2017 UTC Twitter user Pet-
scop posted link to the YouTube livestream of inside the labrinth.

On the very same day DISCORD users Sci and 👎™ created a server 
named  “All Hail Danny!” to discuss the nature of the observed process.















































PRODUCTION NOTES































CORRESPONDENCE



















Concept, labyrinth: Ed Fornieles
Location: Alyssa Davis
Curation: Ilya Smirnov
Build, camera setup: Alyssa Davis, Ilya Smirnov
Photography: Alyssa Davis, Ilya Smirnov, Anna Teterkina
Roach handling: Anna Teterkina, Aran Simi, Ilya Smirnov
Social media: Anna Teterkina
Publication layout: Ilya Smirnov
Fan art: Sci, 5361726168
Channel: Sci, 👎™ and others

Special thanks to Arsenal Gallery for logistical help.
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